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Q6 What other thoughts would you like to share about the Santa Fe
Depot?

Answered: 368 Skipped: 270

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Leave it. You have more important things to deal with. 6/9/2022 7:31 PM

2 I'm not sure what should be done with it, but it should definitely be maintained and open to the
public. One day that area of town will be revitalized and it will get much more use.

6/9/2022 6:19 PM

3 If the city doesn’t want it to be a historical landmark to attract tourists and refuse to pay for
upkeep, why do they feel it appropriate to use on the website and “Visit Shawnee” pamphlets?
The idea for a restaurant inside of the building is absurd. They hardly want to pay for
maintenance as is, and they want to convert it to have a dining hall and a full fledged kitchen?
Do they understand the wear that would have on a historically significant building? Not to
mention operation costs. If they don’t think anyone is visiting now, why would they start if it
became a restaurant? This is the kind of thinking that keeps Main St. a hub for our homeless
population, that and only maintaining the bell st. intersection on Main. The Santa Fe Depot as
a museum makes actual sense. The historical society has been doing a wonderful job trying to
preserve Shawnee’s history and culture. It’s a shame that our city council has not been too
keen on working together with them and our local tribes to generate more revenue through
tourism and events.

6/9/2022 1:23 PM

4 Previous staff dropped the ball.  is a crybaby who wants everything  way 6/9/2022 12:57 PM

5 It is a nice place for tourism and history. We probably don’t want a large part of our taxes going
to it, so possibly donors could be sought to keep it going for tourism and history. A farmers
market there might be nice and revenue from that could go towards maintenance.

6/9/2022 12:13 PM

6 Reopen daily train lines to allow transfer morning/evening connect to OKC, TULSA, &
NORMAN , Dallas, & ,Longview Tx.

6/9/2022 9:57 AM

7 This iconic building and location is important to Shawnee and should be used as a community
space or visitor's center.

6/8/2022 2:51 PM

8 The Depot is a historical landmark, and needs to be treated as such, preserved both for the
community and for the nation. Also, as mentioned in the Commission discussion, I believe it is
important to consider keeping the Depot in a condition to be used as both a historical building
AND a candidate for passenger rail expansion. One option for additional funding might be to
explore organizations which support and promote railway history, including from individual
philanthropists and small groups. The space needs to be kept as a public use area, open for
viewing as well as capable of generating sustainable revenue for maintenance.

6/7/2022 5:12 PM

9 Whatever is decided as to its use going forward, it needs to be maintained and restored. The
Santa Fe Depot is the most iconic and recognizable building in Shawnee. It is a piece of
Shawnee that cannot be replaced once it is allowed to deteriorate and then be torn down.

6/7/2022 3:08 PM

10 Moving the Visit Shawnee office into the depot makes a lot of sense to me. It is City owned
property which would virtually be rent free compared to where they are now. The public would
have access to the beauty and history of the building. You could do a mixture of things listed
above. Have a corner to showcase local artists and switched out routinely, have a coffee type
station set up and be our awesome city new Welcome center!

6/7/2022 10:04 AM

11 I think when it is restored if it has flexible space more people will use it. I suggest a venue that
can can be used for art and music. Is the purpose of the building for revenue or community
connections.

6/7/2022 8:22 AM

12 Keep it as it was intended. The city should have kept the building fixed all these years instead
of blaming the museum and pchs. The city was responsible for maintaining property. Do right
thing.

6/7/2022 8:09 AM

13 I am hoping that a large part of the museum can still be used as a railroad museum. Norman 6/6/2022 11:26 PM
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Oklahoma has turned their depot into a profitable event you and museum.

14 The Depot is a Shawnee gem. Because the Depot is a historical building; I rather it be repaired
and continue as a museum!

6/6/2022 3:18 PM

15 The lease with the Historical Society should be honored and continued. 6/6/2022 12:09 PM

16 The depot building is historically unique, and it should be kept in condition and purpose for
people to see and enjoy. The history of the railroad for Shawnee is significant, and the
museum does attract visitors to Shawnee; it should be kept as a railroad museum. The city
should use it as an attraction to promote our city.

6/5/2022 10:08 PM

17 You have several major issues. The cost to repair the older original buildings, which could be
done over time if City budgeting allows. The need to secure the property better, from
vandalism, vagrants and to provide visitors with a sense of security. Another grave concern is
the current Pottawatomie Historical Society museum leadership that takes a aggressive and
often hateful perspective because  does not get  way. I believe  is a major part of the
problem, not part of the solution.  has also surrounded  with individuals who portray
themselves as rallying behind  cause, but are using  platform due to having failed in their
political campaigns. Using the challenges that face the depot as a launch pad to spew their
venom at those who wish to do good does nothing to encourage visitors or support for getting
behind this project. All this ugliness is unwise, unnecessary and a poor method to gain and
solicit support. Frankly why would anyone with an ounce of common sense wish to get
involved in that mess? The depot would be a good place for a visitors center, BUT the signage
or directional info would need to be addressed in advance and funded. That too takes money.
A note worthy point one of the louder voices of discontent in the online banter is a former city
commissioner who did little with  time in office but complain and cause discord. Others who
are chiming in are those who’s campaigns for office failed or are in the wanna be stages. False
promises and accusations of others do not make good leaders. Opinions that are sound and
based on the good of the community are what is needed, not anger, bias and poor behavior.
Solutions include a step by step action plan to repair the depot. How to fund that work without
diverting funds from other worthwhile projects, that provide a better quality of life to the
majority of the local population. Assembling a team of professionals who can work together to
do the hard work will be required to accomplish the task. They need to understand how to work
together, the art of compromise, putting others ahead of themselves and being servant leaders.
Personal gain has no place in any of this. Not now or ever and it is a continuous problem in
Shawnee. Your community is none for its inability to get along. You must change that.
Malcontents, CAVE people, those with political aspirations, axes to grind and personal
vendettas have no place in all of this. Ask yourself if you would want to be part of something
that spews their venom on social media, rather than trying to develop relationships first that
others would want to associate with? I believe the old depot would make a great tourist
attraction, but not with the current leadership that controls that site. Stop blaming the city for
everything and look in the mirror to see what part of the problem is… Just one person’s
perspective..

6/4/2022 9:07 AM

18 The city needs to follow through on their original lease . 6/3/2022 10:19 PM

19 The historic significance of the building can be maintained and celebrated while it is used for
many other purposes than a museum. Even if the building was completely restored, housing a
museum in it's current form is a waste of the beautiful space. PCHS was not well versed on
design and thus the museum looked jumbled, crowded, dirty, and there was no real flow to the
exhibits. It was just some rooms with old stuff in them. If it does continue as a museum
space, please demand PCHS hire a curator who can make it something beautiful that people
actually enjoy looking at. Something that will bring in revenue, with more than a handful of
visitors per year. Although, even that would be a waste of such an incredible place. It should
be a place that can be enjoyed daily by our residents and tourists, alike. Not to mention that
with the extremely high homelessness presence downtown now, a building that is not occupied
daily has become a magnet for derelicts. Three times in the last month the Depot manager has
made social media posts about vagrants camping there and buildings on site being broken
into. Cameras alone are not enough to deter crime. Not to mention... PCHS leased that
building for ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR with all bills paid. And they couldn't be bothered to take
the initiative to do some of the regular maintenance themselves years ago that would have
prevented bigger problems? Seems like they just let the building go when the City didn't step in
to do their part. A building that supposedly means SO MUCH to them... Why did they not
petition the public for donations for repairs? They sure beat the streets for donations for their

6/3/2022 8:37 AM



Santa Fe Depot Community Vision

3 / 20

BRAND NEW BUILDING - that the City is also STILL paying them for annually by contract.
Repair the depot and give it a use that will allow it to shine - and draw real revenue!

20 This is an iconic piece of Shawnee history. We should do everything we can to preserve and
use this piece of history

6/3/2022 7:11 AM

21 Sell it for 1$. Get it off the books. 6/2/2022 10:31 PM

22 Historical place need to keep it. 6/2/2022 7:23 PM

23 The historic significance of this building can still be preserved and celebrated as a venue other
than a museum. The museum in its current and former state looked awful, and repairing the
building will not help the poor design and exhibit maintenance provided by current lease
holders. It may have brought the occasional tourist downtown a handful of times per year, but it
didn’t keep them here. Without a constant presence it has become just another camping spot
for the rapidly growing homeless population. Make it pretty. Make it profitable. Make it useful.
And if by some sad chance it does remain a lifeless and stagnant museum, get someone else
to run it.

6/2/2022 5:44 PM

24 Keep your promises! 6/2/2022 3:44 PM

25 I think it really needs a overhaul and someone running it that really promotes it. I think the
Shawnee history needs to be told to younger generations. There is no reason our elementary
schools take field trips to other museums.

6/2/2022 11:00 AM

26 I think it’s vital that the history of Shawnee be told to younger generations. It needs to be
spotlighted better. Managed better.

6/2/2022 10:59 AM

27 The Depot is a vital part of the landscape and identity of our community and must be
maintained. It is for the enjoyment for all of out citizens but I also believe that it should not be
a heavy burden on those citizens. Ideally we should repair the building and use it for revenue
generating activities to offset the maintenance of the structure.

6/1/2022 6:58 PM

28 It would be great to include it as a stop along a walking trail near the railroad tracks 5/31/2022 8:50 PM

29 The Santa Fe Depot is in the condition it is because the Pott County Historical Society didn’t
maintain it. The City isn’t responsible for its situation or demise It’s an unfortunate the Pott
County Historical Society couldn’t or didn’t take care of it.

5/31/2022 8:06 PM

30 It can be more than one venue. If one fails you fall back on the one that's thriving. Visitor
center, restaurant, arts center, and a museum

5/31/2022 12:18 PM

31 Leave it as a museum with PCHS and uphold the original lease. 5/30/2022 9:05 PM

32 I think it would be a great small event venue. I know they had used it for small weddings in the
past, as well. I think that would be beautiful to rent out. Outside of weddings, I know a lot of
non-profits and businesses could use a small meeting space weekly/bi-weekly. I know when
Comma (formerly Gathering Place) had a back room, it was constantly used by the community
for a variety of things: study, yoga, business meetings, party's, etc.

5/30/2022 10:07 AM

33 It is a wonderful historical building, but it would benefit the community greatly if it had a wider
purpose than a museum. I support the keeping of our history but would think it could be moved
to another location.

5/30/2022 9:19 AM

34 A must-use asset for the city 5/28/2022 5:15 AM

35 You can fix the building and use it to generate more opportunity then just a museum. 5/27/2022 4:12 PM

36 It believe this historic building should be saved. 5/27/2022 1:27 PM

37 I believe that our City Manager, Mayor and Commissioners are capable of evaluating all uses
and purposes of this space in a fair and fiscally responsible manner. I trust they will make the
best decision for the community.

5/27/2022 8:18 AM

38 When I was 4/5ish, my father and buddies had a "gunfighters" group. I will never forget they
had a show that was behind the depot and that has been about 40 years ago.

5/26/2022 4:48 PM

39 I think the city should stop this nonsense and repair the building. This would allow the
historical society to properly use the building.

5/26/2022 3:22 PM

40 I had the privilege of touring this building earlier this year and it is beautiful inside. It would be 5/26/2022 2:32 PM
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well worth the money to repair and make use of such a historic building in our community.

41 It shouldn't be demolished, but renovation and repurposing would be great! 5/26/2022 12:35 PM

42 The building is synonymous with downtown Shawnee and the Pottawatomie Co. Historical
Society. It is a shame it has been allowed to fall into disrepair.

5/26/2022 10:09 AM

43 It must be saved! 5/26/2022 1:16 AM

44 This building is the Heart of History in Shawnee, Okla. I believe it should be renovated to once
again host travelers and serve the community in ways more appropriate to todays needs. It
could house a local Trolley Line, Bus Depot, even if possible, a Dinner Train to travel around
our area and return back to the Train Station. Tourism would be improved by doing this. Just
my opinion. I was born here and have lived here 70+ yrs. City needs to follow through with their
contract with the museum and do the repairs!

5/25/2022 9:31 PM

45 Boutique hotel or event center 5/25/2022 9:24 PM

46 I am a skilled professional in design and would like an opportunity to present an idea. Contact
me 

5/25/2022 7:10 PM

47 Keep it a museum 5/25/2022 5:27 PM

48 I like it as a part of the current historical society. Perhaps it's focus could be more about
Shawnee's rail history in future. It is such a beautiful landmark for our city.

5/25/2022 4:10 PM

49 IT NEEDS TO BE PRESERVED BY CITY FOR THE CITY CITIZENRY AND FOR THE
VISITORS, SAVE OUR HISTORY AND NOT YOUR OWN POCKETS‼ 

5/25/2022 2:25 PM

50 The city had a contract to maintain the museum. They need to stick to it. 5/25/2022 2:20 PM

51 Live up to you're committments 5/25/2022 1:42 PM

52 Coworking space would be great for small businesses in Shawnee. Many areas have
outrageous rent and another option would be incredible.

5/25/2022 12:44 PM

53 Thanks for your work 5/25/2022 12:43 PM

54 The depot should be a museum. I cannot fathom why people are trying to do anything else with
it. It should have never been messed up by the historical group to begin with.

5/25/2022 10:22 AM

55 To help make the location appealing to visitors, at least a two block area needs revitalized,
landscaped. An outdoor park would be of benefit, if the businesses on the west could be
relocated.

5/25/2022 9:56 AM

56 Our commission doesn't play nice and act like bullies. If you aren't in their immediate circle,
they treat you as an outsider. This small attitude will keep Shawnee small. Doesn't matter what
you do with a dilapidated building in a rundown part of town if you don't treat others with
respect and pursue transparency. Shawnee can do so much better and think beyond our small
borders.

5/25/2022 7:56 AM

57 Shawnee is fortunate to have such dedicated and able volunteers working on its history for
future generations, A museum brings heritage tourists and connects former residents. Don’t
lose so valuable an asset.

5/25/2022 6:52 AM

58 I am disappointed that the city is opting to ruin another relationship that is so important to the
community.

5/24/2022 11:08 PM

59 Unique facility. Draw for Downtown Shawnee. 5/24/2022 10:27 PM

60 Please fix that building so its preserved and can continue to be used as a museum. 5/24/2022 9:33 PM

61 I have lived in Shawnee 63 years and the Depot has been a landmark.Please don’t let it fall in
more despair,We need to keep it.It’s a part of our history.

5/24/2022 9:26 PM

62 It needs to be saved but yet still serve the city. 5/24/2022 8:45 PM

63 As a Shawnee native I feel there's been bad faith on the part of the City in this matter and that
the current use, in a repaired facility is the highest and best use.

5/24/2022 8:34 PM

64 It is beautiful and should be redone for historic events the city has let us down 5/24/2022 7:58 PM
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65 It's beautiful and I try architecture. It played a big part in Answers history and growth. We have
already lost so much historical places. It's a shame that the city officials can't see it's value.
Kii don't let it become marijuana dispensary. I'd rather see it torn down.

5/24/2022 6:46 PM

66 I was born in Shawnee but don t live there now. I always loved the depot building and feel like
it THE landmark building in Shawnee. It needs to be a part of the museum with the Milburn
center. Anything less would be a trajedy.

5/24/2022 6:20 PM

67 Please keep the depot address a museum. Do not let it continue to dilapidate 5/24/2022 5:32 PM

68 It's part of what makes Shawnee and history. Please leave it. 5/24/2022 5:30 PM

69 It is an exceptional historical identifying landmark of Shawnee that differentiates it from any
other Oklahoma community. It’s people have an affectionate nostalgic attachment to it. It
belongs to everyone. It should stay as the main face of the museum.

5/24/2022 5:06 PM

70 I don't think it should be empty and fall apart 5/24/2022 4:27 PM

71 I would love to see it become a place where young people and families want to spend their
time!

5/24/2022 4:16 PM

72 I don't understand why the depot must be under the control of the Pott County Historical
Society. It was under their watch that the neglect of the building continued all these years. 

 was able to fund the museum/building behind the depot, let  control that building.
The depot should remain under the care of AND be staffed by the city of Shawnee, so that it
shows the ENTIRE history of this location, not the whitewashed history of the PCHS. The
depot has become an unfriendly and unwelcome place to visit under the care of . A
splash of professionalism and not someone's sour grapes needs to be greeting people in this
historic place.

5/24/2022 3:39 PM

73 Use of the Depot must be combined with other attractions and events for it to be viable. 5/24/2022 3:14 PM

74 Leave things the way they are. 5/24/2022 2:59 PM

75 It's only practical use is a museum. 5/24/2022 2:42 PM

76 Probably the most noted landmark in Shawnee, but the city would rather it fall apart than fix it..
Shawnee is becoming a trashy looking town..

5/24/2022 1:55 PM

77 None 5/24/2022 12:51 PM

78 In case there's any reason to contact me, I'm . Hello! I
asked my husband if he'd like to go to a dream session for the depot. He said that he would,
because while all the attractions of I40 make it a great stop when you're on a road trip or
coming in from another community, that's not what is going to attract -- as Commissioner
Engles said -- longterm talent to our community. Young families like the Engles, , and
our own will come to a community because of their main street. Rather than looking to
Scissortail Park, I think Guthrie is a better example of a small community that's made a name
for itself in charm, despite being a distance from the interstate. I don't go to Guthrie for
McDonald's. I go to Guthrie for the Pollard Theater, Prairie Wolf Spirits, and Hoboken Coffee
Roasters, all of which are off the I35 path. But even speaking of Scissortail park, they built
Oklahoma Avenue to come off of I40 and go straight into the heart of where their vision was.
The riverfront's contributed to that vision. Myriad Garden's revitalization has contributed to that
vision. Even Bricktown and the riverwalk didn't open until 1999. There had to be a vision that
the community got excited about and ran towards together. This isn't just about the depot. With
that, I honestly am not researched enough about the long term value of preserving historic
buildings. I don't have input either way on spending the 2 million to leave it up or the 1 million
to tear it down. Even Jamestown has been picked up and moved with the museum far away
from the original location. But I do believe in investing that funds into our downtown for the
longterm good of bringing -- and keeping -- generations of families into our community and
investing funds back into our civic systems that desperately need it. Last thought and I'll leave
you alone. My dream is for Shawnee, OK, to be the best place to raise a kid in the United
States by the year 2068. It's not because I'm all that crazy about kids, but the question of how
to get there impacts every societal issue from incarceration to housing values to education to
domestic violence to household income. This dream impacts where I work, shop, live, send
my kid to school, go to church. Sometimes convenience or ease beats out that filter but even
when it does, I know I'm making a choice against the long term good of my community. As we
think about what the Depot could be, I would encourage us to do research on the KIDS Count

5/24/2022 12:49 PM
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Data Center assessing the wellbeing of children in the United States. I think we should look
into the places in our country that are doing the best job supporting families -- which goes far
beyond education and crisis invention -- and use their experience to choose what kind of
business goes into the depot.

79 Don't let it be destroyed! 5/24/2022 12:36 PM

80 As a fan of history, I would love to see it restored. The pragmatic side of me knows, however,
that resources are limited. So to me the larger question is about greatest use of funds for
strategic economic development. Especially downtown. I do like that we are soliciting
community feedback.

5/24/2022 11:20 AM

81 Fox the depot with the money the citizens voted on!!! 5/24/2022 11:10 AM

82 It should be a museum! Specifically a train museum. I’m not sure why people in power want to
change our history!

5/24/2022 10:41 AM

83 City should fund upkeep & maintenance of the depot. It is an historical & cultural icon serving
a needed mission to preserve Pottawattomie County & Shawnee Historical items/documents. I
am Shawnee born & bred & Shawnee Proud. Although I no longer live here, I am a paid
supporting member of the Pottawatomie Historical Society. I embrace its mission & vision. I
am appalled & emarassed that the City Council is considering not funding maintenance upkeep
of this Historical treasure as well as proposing alternate uses to raise revenue for the city.
PLEASE stop & reflect on the disastrous effect your proposals

5/24/2022 10:35 AM

84 The event venue could possibly be the grounds. This might be a revenue stream. 5/24/2022 10:28 AM

85 City needs to live up to their agreement. Depot needs to be restored and retain its status in
Shawnee.

5/24/2022 10:08 AM

86 It would be a shame if they closed it down. 5/24/2022 9:58 AM

87 We tear down everything old in this town and don't even keep the parts for people to purchase.
The depot is a monument to our history and we need to keep it. European countries keep their
old building why can't we, we are suppose to be the richest country in the world.

5/24/2022 9:38 AM

88 This is a big part of the history of Shawnee. It needs to be repaired. It would be a great idea to
have it set up as a train depot and if possible, have train rides around town and maybe to OKC
for commuters. I realize that is a very long term plan, but something to consider.

5/24/2022 9:38 AM

89 More music 5/24/2022 9:32 AM

90 The City needs to honor the contract, you’re making Shawnee look stupid 5/24/2022 9:09 AM

91 With the proximity to the river and as an anchor of East downtown this would be a great
bar/food location with outdoor attraction.

5/24/2022 8:01 AM

92 I live by the Santa Fe Depot. This facility has so much potential for attracting visitors and
generating revenue for the city of Shawnee. Broaden your horizons. & embrace the history of
our beautiful city.

5/24/2022 1:32 AM

93 Thank you for wanting to fix the building 5/23/2022 8:09 PM

94 The historic depot is a very important part of the town's heritage and history. It is an asset that
can be used to attract Route 66, classic Americana, and railroad enthusiasts. Many other
communities in towns like Flagstaff and Winslow (AZ) and others in Nevada and California
have turned their antiquated depots into tourist attractions that pull in important interest and
revenue. There is a great opportunity for Shawnee to make use of this wonderful piece of
history.

5/23/2022 7:31 PM

95 An outdoor playground/park area near it would be nice as a part of the event center and
restaurant

5/23/2022 7:00 PM

96 Anything active and recreational. 5/23/2022 4:59 PM

97 It’s history. Don’t destroy it!! 5/23/2022 3:05 PM

98 As your study shows many other cities have utilized similar spaces in positive ways. The
depot is such an iconic symbol of Shawnee it would be a shame to let it fall to ruin as so many
other historic sites in the area have. Just because a building is “old” doesn’t make it valuable
but the depot has a built in appeal that the city should take advantage of.

5/23/2022 2:08 PM
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99 The Santa Fe Depot is a beautiful historic building that needs to be preserved and it functions
very well as a museum, so it should remain a museum for all time.

5/23/2022 1:59 PM

100 I have both worked events & attended events at the Norman Santa Fe Depot. It’s such a
perfect use of the space. Everything from small concerts to art exhibits to weddings. Ours
could be a great space for those things as well. With Shawnee’s depot being on beautiful
grounds it makes for a great indoor/ outdoor wedding venue, event space, concert series
space, community gatherings, etc. The traditional museum does not bring people in, is not a
destination to younger visitors, & it’s time to break the Shawnee “this is the way it’s been done
for years” mentality that so many in the community have. If we want to be a destination we
have to offer something that people actually use, the old depot museum is not that. Let’s
utilize this as a reimagining that could spur an entirely new shot of life into downtown!

5/23/2022 1:46 PM

101 The Depot is a Shawnee landmark, it needs to be saved 5/23/2022 1:44 PM

102 A great location and a great asset to the community. I hope we are able to expand its presence
and influence!

5/23/2022 12:33 PM

103 I feel confident that the space will be utilized in the best way possible. 5/23/2022 12:14 PM

104 I believe the depot should be a hub of community festivities. Similarly to the Norman depot, I’d
love to see it as the central location for town festivals, as well as art shows. I believe there
could be a museum element as well, but that element could direct visitors to the newly
constructed museum. Perhaps after repairs are made, it could be the visitor center office as
well.

5/23/2022 10:49 AM

105 As a visitor’s center, it could be decorated to what it was in the time period to represent
exactly what it is, a train station.

5/23/2022 10:26 AM

106 While much of downtown is being revitalized, there is still lacking a space for families with
small children. As a venue, there could be a restaurant open to the public, with event space
attached for rent. The funds could be used to build an outdoor play space downtown. Or the
building could be converted to an indoor playground. It would bring more revenue to the area
either way.

5/23/2022 10:23 AM

107 The depot has always been something from our history that Shawnee has been proud of. There
aren’t very many structures of its kind left. The city of Shawnee uses it as a drawing card for
tourists and in its publicity. I think the city should repair the building and maintain it as the
original agreement stated. To use it for anything other than a museum or possibly a visitor
center would be a disgrace. It’s time this generation respects history l

5/23/2022 10:11 AM

108 I understand there will be significant cost to repair the Depot, but whatever future purpose it
holds I believe we need to invest and find a way to pay for the repairs and make it usable.

5/23/2022 10:10 AM

109 Historic landmark? 5/23/2022 8:22 AM

110 It needs to be saved and possibly expanded to get people to the museum. That's why I said
event venue. If people are there for one chances are they will go to the other thing too. I'm a
4th generation Shawnee area citizen. The Depot is part of Shawnee. Thank you for all you
have tried to do and continue to do.

5/23/2022 1:07 AM

111 It should be preserved as a museum but could incorporate art shows with local talent,
restaurant and a retail shop. Some or all could make it more interesting.

5/22/2022 8:31 PM

112 Should be a train museum! 5/22/2022 8:29 PM

113 I think it would be a great location for a brewery. I see the depot as a launching point and hope
that the current footprint will grow through this process and the vetting of ideas. I think this
building and area of Shawnee will be more than what is envisioned for just the inside of the
depot. I have heard some speak of using this area as a trailhead for a North/South rail/trail
redevelopment and that was the most exciting idea that I had heard. My work is to handle
sponsorship events and venues in dozens of communities across the US and I have seen so
many successfully redeveloped projects. The Cheyenne, WY depot, which is much larger in
scale is a beautiful example. Thanks.

5/22/2022 8:26 PM

114 Tear it down It will continue to be a financial drain on city 5/22/2022 5:21 PM

115 It is a beautiful architectural piece of history that should be preserved. 5/22/2022 2:18 PM
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116 Need to fix and maintain the building 5/22/2022 1:39 PM

117 It’s a historical building! It’s a part of Shawnees history! Keep the museum! Fix it! 5/22/2022 12:05 PM

118 Shame on the City of Shawnee for not repairing the Depot when damage was first noticed.. 5/22/2022 8:26 AM

119 After spending what will be more than a million dollars to just weather it in where will the money
come from to turn it into something useful and fund the ongoing operation and upkeep. Is it
worth it when we have pressing infrastructure needs in the community?

5/22/2022 8:08 AM

120 I lived in Shawnee for 10 years and regularly visited the train museum and historic society.
Also brought friends and family from out of the state/country there quite regularly. I now work
for the Dallas County Sheriff's Department in Texas, and still, whenever I visit Oklahoma I
always stop by the sante fe train station and enjoy their historic society. I also have attended
extra curricular events there and they were an amazing experience. I hope that the train
museum and historic society can continue their current lease of the building. 

5/22/2022 7:55 AM

121 An amazing place for families! 5/22/2022 7:54 AM

122 I would love to see this historical site preserved with the intent of serving our community. 5/22/2022 7:54 AM

123 let it lapse to santa fe railroad 5/22/2022 7:30 AM

124 I love the Santa Fe Depot museum. I believe it should continue being used as a museum with
the current historical society keeping their lease.

5/22/2022 7:29 AM

125 Despicable what the city is doing! Maintain your building that by law you should! 5/22/2022 12:44 AM

126 The Depot is one of perhaps two of Shawnee's most unusual buildings. (The other is the rock,
former Baptist Church on east Main.) People come from everywhere to see it. There should not
even be a question, it should be repaired and used as a museum.

5/21/2022 9:35 PM

127 Put the railroad artifacts in the museum once it is fixed and they can't be damaged. I have
read the information regarding the studies, etc as published in the Shawnee paper.

5/21/2022 8:12 PM

128 Restore it 5/21/2022 7:41 PM

129 It’s Shawnee’s historical building. When you think Shawnee you think Sant Fe Depot. It just
needs some TLC.

5/21/2022 6:55 PM

130 Hope the city will repair it as they should! 5/21/2022 5:36 PM

131 It’s part of Shawnee’s history , it should never have gotten to the state it’s in now !!! 5/21/2022 5:33 PM

132 Definitely a Museum! 5/21/2022 3:56 PM

133 My family has a lot of good memories there dating back to the late 1920s. It needs to be kept
as a museum. The city needs to pay for the damages like they agreed on.

5/21/2022 3:35 PM

134 Should attract tourists and provide them with railroad and historical displays and entice them to
recommend it to other potential visitors to Shawnee.

5/21/2022 2:21 PM

135 It’s tucked out of the way making it slightly difficult for folks to stumble upon. They have to be
searching for it. The best use of this space would be a destination in which multitudes of
people are actively seeking. The website is extremely dated and sites used for tourism
purposes do it no favors. Coming from a nonprofit background (same position as ,
without any staff), there are grant options available to you for a variety of purposes. Why have
these not been utilized and why is the city being attacked? I understand the roof resentment
from a previous vote, but there are so many other options.

5/21/2022 1:41 PM

136 This is a Landmark for Shawnee!!! It and the Ritz need to be preserved no matter the cost.
Historical buildings are vanishing.. Do not condem so outside intrest can pick up cheap and
distroy. With the new museum, the little cabin, the depot and the 2 story structure now
burnt.The area would make a nice place for outside events to attract visitors. I drive to Arcadia
1x a month for their Farmers market. Look for Grants, have fundraisers what ever it takes to
save the Depot

5/21/2022 12:40 PM

137 There are some great usages for the Depot but allowing Homeless to take over the downtown
area will discourage anyone from wanting to utilize the facility in the area. Let’s do better! Let’s
clean up downtown and restore Shawnee.

5/21/2022 11:44 AM
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138 Keep it a museum 5/21/2022 9:52 AM

139 It's beautiful and part of our towns history. It should be preserved at any cost. Where is the
pride in this town?

5/21/2022 9:32 AM

140 The City of Shawnee needs to keep their end of the agreement with the Pott Co. Historical
Society and repair the building. It's horrible that the City of Shawnee didn't do the repairs as
needed and let the depot get into the shape it's in. It needs to remain a part of the Pott Co.
Historical museum.

5/21/2022 9:03 AM

141 Incubator for new business 5/21/2022 9:01 AM

142 I am a former rock island railroad conductor and Brakeman and I think it be used for what it
was indented for a railroad musum

5/21/2022 8:39 AM

143 The Museum is an historic building for Shawnee, let’s not loose our history 5/21/2022 8:38 AM

144 Indoor train for kids. Maybe outdoors mini train ride for kids. Promote using train for travel. 5/21/2022 8:09 AM

145 The Santa Fe Depo is a part of shawnee history. I stead of tearing it down, restore it, and turn
it into something the whole city can enjoy.

5/21/2022 8:06 AM

146 Even before the new PCHS building was constructed, the depot was not well cared for. Some
things were done, but many exhibits were dirty and dusty, cleaning was minimal, and there
were almost always "volunteers" and board members just sitting around drinking coffee and
visiting. The depot belongs to the city--all the citizens of the city--not just a handful of people
who treat it as their own personal space.

5/21/2022 7:49 AM

147 It's a great symbol of Shawnee, and would make a great museum. I grew up in Shawnee and
would come for a visit just to see it. It's unique!

5/21/2022 7:29 AM

148 It’s a historic building in our town and it would be a shame to tear it down! Enough is going on
without trying to upset more people by tearing something down the people in this town admires!

5/21/2022 7:18 AM

149 I think the depot needs to be an ongoing public space. Whether that’s a museum or restaurant
or something else, it needs to be permanently open to the public. And not simply used as
storage space. I think the city sort of has a point, if it’s mostly closed and only open for
occasional tours by appointment only, then I’m not sure that’s the best use of this iconic
Shawnee structure. The best solution? Have some museum exhibits, but reopen it as a scenic
railroad, running from the depot to Aydelotte and back. Or, a dinner train to McLoud and back.

5/21/2022 7:17 AM

150 Please do not spend tax payer money. 5/21/2022 6:43 AM

151 It’s a beautiful building, we need to try to save it! 5/21/2022 4:58 AM

152 I think it should be a railroad museum, that way kids and adults alike can learn more about the
history of the train.

5/21/2022 4:52 AM

153 Please do the repairs! I would love to have a farmers market, art shoe and event venue. Look
at Edmond in how much the Art show brings in revenue for that city.

5/21/2022 3:11 AM

154 I would love to see the museum back to good condition. It's sad to hear that it's on such
condition, especially after a bond was passed.

5/21/2022 3:05 AM

155 It has decayed too far to restore, such would be prohibitively expensive 5/21/2022 2:29 AM

156 Typical mishandling by our poorly run city. Poor maintenance, poor inspection report,poor
action.

5/21/2022 1:19 AM

157 This unique and beautiful building should be preserved and used for the benefitof our
community.

5/21/2022 12:16 AM

158 Microbrewery - 5/20/2022 11:15 PM

159 I think that it would be amazing to restore the train depot as best as possible and transform it
into something that speaks more to the community and draws others from the state to
Shawnee. As someone who loves museums I think it would be awesome to add another
museum about shawnees culture in history. Alternatively, I think transforming it into a
community gathering place that can be used for several things such as art, local
businesses/farmers market, and local music/venue. This will allow for a wider group of people
be reached in Shawnee and possibly bring more revenue to Shawnee through tourism.

5/20/2022 10:59 PM
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160 Fix the building like you were supposed to do. Put a museum back there. 5/20/2022 10:45 PM

161 I lived in Shawnee since 1988 and learned about the depot on a paper I did in college back in
2006. It's really a photographer backdrop as I hobbyist photographer ( I have been in published
publications with photos.) I have had friends want their photos done there and on social sites
when people ask about Shawnee for photos the Santa Fe Depot is the spot. Can't a silent
auction and maybe asking other railroad museums if they would not be a partner in saving a
part of the railroad history of Oklahoma.

5/20/2022 10:07 PM

162 I feel like if the depot were a museum, arts center, or visitors center, the city could still rent it
out for special events. (Other museums sometimes offer renting for weddings, for example.) I
would just hate to see the depot used as offices or anything that would leave it closed to the
public. It would be a shame to think the only value to a historical building is the profit that can
be made from it. History is worth preserving. I would really, really, really love if it was a
museum or visitors center and Trail Days came back and the depot could tie into that event
again. Also, a little disappointed in the town hall times and dates. As someone with a long
commute, it's unlikely I can make any of those meetings. But thank you for at least offering an
online survey.

5/20/2022 10:03 PM

163 Shawnee needs the depot. Needs to stay in place part of Shawnee History. 5/20/2022 9:43 PM

164 The original agreement with AT&Santa Fe was that the building would be used as a museum
and Historical Society members worked extremely hard to restore the interior of the building to
make it suitable for a museum They also raised funds to make this happen.

5/20/2022 9:19 PM

165 I think the space should be used for something that will be enjoyed by multiple demographics
in the city and open to the public. It needs to be honored for its history and unique design, not
just used as empty space.

5/20/2022 9:12 PM

166 Fix the roof and give it back to the Historical Society where it belongs. 5/20/2022 9:11 PM

167 Gift shop in one area, coffee shop, visitors center, office space and meeting rooms. 5/20/2022 8:23 PM

168 It is a historical site and should stay that away! 5/20/2022 8:16 PM

169 Why did the historical society and  push so hard to build their new building? that type of
push could well have been used to properly push for the depot, but  seems to have wanted

 own domain there.  is like that, very pushy, which when used properly is good, but can
also create major riffs between others such as now. In any manner, the depot should be
restored back to be the same as it was during it's working life as a depot, which I am sure
people would be willing to pay a bit to walk through and admire. Likely too late for that as when

 and gang were in the building, they hacked a lot of things up from what I saw years ago.

5/20/2022 8:01 PM

170 It should be remodeled cute like the Farmers Market in okc. It's used for all kinds of concerts,
weddings, art shows, comedians, etc. Maybe a kitchen for caterers.

5/20/2022 7:54 PM

171 I believe it’s a beautiful building that once served a unique concept. Our city is changing for
the better and the use of the building should change as well. The building needs a sustaining
concept to help offset the cost repairs and maintenance.

5/20/2022 7:39 PM

172 To keep it as close to a depot as possible. They are fading fast and as a retired contractor who
hired out on the Santa fe side it hold a special place to just see it there. Since moving to
shawnee I have not be able to enter but visit the museum close to it with my family.

5/20/2022 7:36 PM

173 As long as it stays & we can remember the history. 5/20/2022 7:36 PM

174 It’s a beautiful and picturesque building! 5/20/2022 7:35 PM

175 needs to stay as a part of our community .... 5/20/2022 7:29 PM

176 Should stand by there promise 5/20/2022 7:20 PM

177 Historical landmark to be preserved. 5/20/2022 7:20 PM

178 The City needs to get in front of the bad PR over this! 5/20/2022 7:16 PM

179 The Santa Fe Depot is such a beautiful beautiful structure in Shawnee and it needs to be
lovingly preserved and maintained. I think it only makes sense that a museum of the history of
this area be presented there. The museum needs to be kept at the Santa Fe Depot. This place
is the “beauty” of Shawnee and needs to be treated as such.

5/20/2022 7:09 PM



Santa Fe Depot Community Vision

11 / 20

180 Please restore this building with the intent to both preserve the historic importance AND
provide a facility that will bring more traffic and revenue into our downtown area. The City has
provided funding and resources to the Historic Society's efforts that goes beyond reason.

5/20/2022 6:50 PM

181 Make it a museum combined with visitors center 5/20/2022 6:25 PM

182 Micro-brewery/community gathering and socializing space. 5/20/2022 6:05 PM

183 The city should honor the contract so the Historical society can honor the use of the building. 5/20/2022 5:40 PM

184 I visited the historical museum last week And enjoyed it so much. I couldn’t believe how sad
the depot looked. I always heard it was the most photographed place in Oklahoma. FIX IT
NOW!

5/20/2022 5:21 PM

185 It is a destination for visitors 5/20/2022 4:34 PM

186 I am a member. Paul Milburn paid for that museum. It should stay that way. 5/20/2022 4:15 PM

187 The city cares nothing about its people only the money elected official are padding their
pockets with.

5/20/2022 3:46 PM

188 It needs to be saved. It is a historical landmark for the city. 5/20/2022 3:40 PM

189 The depot is the most beautiful building in Shawnee and should be managed by the historical
society. The current criminals who are making a progressive effort to turn our city into a
business need to broaden their vision and see the long game. Traitors, Ed Bolt, and any of
those complicit with his world view won't prevail in a small town like Shawnee or in any new
world order of things. It's time to start paying attention to the winning side. Ed Bolts
unregulated “charities” and off shore accounts should cover anything he feels Shawnee
requires.

5/20/2022 3:31 PM

190 If money needs to be made, repurposing historical sites is a disgraceful way to obtain funds
that have beeen embezzled by Ed Bolt. These funds that sit in accounts unobtainable by the
actual needs of the city or that are funneled through unregulated “charities” is despicable and
criminal. It should be managed by the historical society as it was originally intended.

5/20/2022 3:05 PM

191 Ed Bolt is ruining our town!!! I have a suggestion for a vision that would be good for the city…
Fire the incompetent city manager and don’t allow Bolt to be part of the hiring process for a
replacement!! This space should be managed by the historical society.

5/20/2022 3:04 PM

192 Y’all trippin 5/20/2022 3:03 PM

193 IT NEEDS TO BE REPAIRED AND KEPT THAT WAY. IT IS ONE OF OUR MOST
CHERISHED LANDMARKS. IT IS ALSO ONE OF THE MOST PHOTOGRAPHED PLACES IN
THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA AND REALLY NEEDS TO BE PRESERVERED.

5/20/2022 2:53 PM

194 The depot has great potential. Would love to see a museum/event space. Would be a great
location for a farmers market. Also, the Visit Shawnee offices should be moved into the depot
space to bring people downtown.

5/20/2022 2:28 PM

195 The city should honor the agreement and fix the roof 5/20/2022 2:07 PM

196 The City of Shawnee needs to take responsibility of the upkeep of the Depot and hold up their
original agreement with the Museum. If they had taken better care of the Depot the Museum
wouldn’t have had to relocate into the new structure it occupies now. If the city council doesn’t
want to take responsibility then it’s time we elected new individuals to take their place that will
stand behind the Majority of its citizens call to restore the Depot and keep it part of the
Museum.

5/20/2022 1:43 PM

197 As per agreement, the city should repair and maintain the building in order to continue it's use
as a museum. Cut frivolous programs, wasteful spending and unnecessary top heavy staff.

5/20/2022 12:53 PM

198 Please save it! It’s one of a kind and needs to be preserved. 5/20/2022 12:51 PM

199 It's such a big landmark for our city and it should be used to tell the history of the railroad and
the way it helped this city to grow.

5/20/2022 12:51 PM

200 We're is our tax money 5/20/2022 12:47 PM

201 It is important to the community. It serves as a link to the past. 5/20/2022 12:46 PM
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202 Let the people who care about it , not the City, take care of and use it for a museum. 5/20/2022 12:11 PM

203 I would love for the city to have “districts” and the Depot to be the center of one of the
districts.

5/20/2022 12:00 PM

204 The city must meet it's responsibilities in the up keep of this facility as promised when
accepting this historical landmark years ago!

5/20/2022 11:53 AM

205 The Depot should continued to be managed by the Historical Society. Shame on the city for
going against all this community has worked on for so many years.... as if this survey is
somehow an honest effort to determine what the people want. People have given ten of
thousands of dollars and worked hard to keep the museum, to include the depot as an iconic
feature of Shawnee. Past city government representatives cared about our past and valued the
preservation of history. The current city government is dishonest and not interested in really
hearing from the people. We will be watching closely if the city attempts to report dishonest
results from this survey. While I'm at it... we need a new city manager. If you want the people's
input, how about the mayor ask the people who he would hire for city manager.

5/20/2022 11:29 AM

206 This historic piece of Shawnee history must be kept. Keep your promise Shawnee city
officials.

5/20/2022 11:23 AM

207 FIND A GRANT THAT WILL COVER THE RESTORATION OF THE FACILITY INSTEAD OF
JUST CONDEMING YOUR POOR JUDGEMENT OF NOT KEEPING THE BUILDING IN
REPAIRS!

5/20/2022 10:54 AM

208 I feel that this treasure of our towns history should be a priority. Fix it and let it be used for a
museum of memories of days past. This depot is a treasure. Treat it as such.

5/20/2022 10:48 AM

209 The Santa Fe Depot needs to remain a museum. There are plenty of appropriate items to be
on display there also. This is a piece of history that needs to be preserved. This should not
even be an issue. It is not reflecting well on how the city is not taking care of important pieces
of Shawnee's history.

5/20/2022 10:47 AM

210 This is a historic building, which is important to our State history. Are there state, historic or
Main Street funds available to assist with the cost of repairs? If this building is on the historical
register, there should be grants or funding available to assist with things like this.

5/20/2022 10:43 AM

211 Save our heritage 5/20/2022 10:21 AM

212 The museum should stay where it is. 5/20/2022 10:10 AM

213 Active registered voter & lifetime Shawnee resident and business owner SAVE THE DEPOT!!!! 5/20/2022 9:24 AM

214 City should repair it and leave it as a museum it is a good thing for people to go see the history
it has in it I enjoyed it very much

5/20/2022 9:15 AM

215 If a museum stays in the depot it needs to be run by professionally trained staff, not
volunteers or hobbiests. The current museum is a joke. I think whatever goes into the depot
needs to be publicly accessible and not office space. It needs to be a space for the
community in some ways whether it's a rental venue, a farmer's market, or a restaurant.

5/20/2022 9:08 AM

216 My great grandfather worked at the depot. He lived only half a mile away his entire adult life,
where my grandmother was born. I have treasured the depot since I was a child. We used to
ride busses downtown to take a tour of the outside of the depot. It wasn’t in as good a shape
then as it is now, but we loved it then, too. The depot should remain a museum, even if it
doesn’t make revenue and costs some money. Preservation is as important as any line item.

5/20/2022 8:56 AM

217 It’s a downtown attraction. 5/20/2022 8:24 AM

218 Do not take it down. 5/20/2022 8:21 AM

219 Shawnee treasure! Don't lose it! 5/20/2022 8:19 AM

220 It needs to remain a museum. The city’s obligation to maintain this treasure should be
honored.  is and has done a wonderful job keeping our heritage and history alive.

5/20/2022 8:18 AM

221 Should be used for a museum. 5/20/2022 8:03 AM

222 Would be a shame to lose such a beautiful building from the neglect it has endured for far too
long.

5/20/2022 7:59 AM
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223 Keep the museum. 5/20/2022 7:56 AM

224 Historical landmark that should remain as a museum. Keep this history alive. 5/20/2022 7:51 AM

225 Fix Shawnee first. There are so many more important things that have been neglected in
Shawnee…infrastructure is horrible, homeless control downtown, drugs are rampant, and we’re
worried about sidewalks and taking back The Depot. Come on Shawnee, you’re better than
this! I grew up in this town and have always been proud of that. Fix Shawnee!

5/20/2022 7:21 AM

226 It’s a historical place and needs to be used as such. 5/20/2022 7:15 AM

227 The Santa Fe depot should remain a museum. The city needs to renew the lease and honor
their responsibility of fixing the many issues. It would be a travesty to see it in any more
disrepair and not used as the train museum.

5/20/2022 6:33 AM

228 Keep it as it is and let the Pottawatomie County Oklahoma Historical Society keep having a
museum in it!!!

5/20/2022 6:13 AM

229 Uphold your part of maintaining the building and see if it is utilized by the historical society? If
it isn’t then let’s revisit this conversation

5/20/2022 6:02 AM

230 It is a treasure that must be maintained & kept available for public use. 5/20/2022 5:49 AM

231 The City should have been maintaining it all along. It UT shameful that it has been neglected
and allowed to deteriorate like this.

5/20/2022 4:08 AM

232 The city should suck it up, have it repaired, for previous administrations inexcusesble faux
pas’s,, and move on, smelling like a rose! Or allow it to rot, take the heat and end up with
nothing, smelling like decay!!

5/20/2022 3:05 AM

233 Wonderful memories of trains when I was very young. My Grandparents would take me on
trains to travel from there.

5/20/2022 2:53 AM

234 City of Shawnee needs to honor the lease, fix the roof and other items recommended. 5/20/2022 2:48 AM

235 The depot is iconic and it's image has been the public face of Shawnee for years. The lack of
maintenance is appalling, and it's current condition is solely the responsibility of poor city
management. It should be utilized as a museum to celebrate the railroad history of our city.
Having a small visitor center incorporated within could help draw visitors to the site.

5/20/2022 1:45 AM

236 I have lived in Shawnee my entire life(75 yrs]). It's time the city did what they said they would.
REPAIR THE DEPOT FOR THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM! The people of Shawnee are tired of
the malfeasance of it's officials. You are fooling no one but yourselves.

5/20/2022 1:44 AM

237 Do the right thing and fix the museum!!! And then keep it as a museum! 5/20/2022 1:12 AM

238 I do not want the pchs to be in charge of this venue whether it is a museum or not. They have
a building they cam use behind the depot. The depot needs to be under city control, not 

 with the pchs. Thanks.

5/20/2022 12:11 AM

239 It should only be a museum and it’s CB purpose should not depend on how much money ‘it
pulls in’!

5/19/2022 11:45 PM

240 Please save it. Fix the roof. Preserve it for future generations. We are blessed with one of the
nicest depots in Oklahoma!!!!!!

5/19/2022 11:42 PM

241 It is important to keep the history of Pott County for our children and their children. Please
keep it as a museum and not a commercial space.

5/19/2022 11:41 PM

242 Fix the leaking roof! This is a no-brainer! 5/19/2022 11:04 PM

243 The city should honor the obligations it entered into years ago and keep the depot as a
museum.

5/19/2022 10:48 PM

244 Important piece of history that needs to be preserved. Important in bringing back the vibe to
downtown.

5/19/2022 10:40 PM

245 Take care of the museum. 5/19/2022 10:39 PM

246 Let's make it a world class museum. 5/19/2022 10:29 PM

247 The Santa Fe Depot is an icon here in Shawnee and needs to be fixed up. The city should do 5/19/2022 10:27 PM
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the right thing and fix it up, then it should be a railroad museum like it was always planned to
be.

248 None 5/19/2022 10:24 PM

249 Didn't the city spend thousands on an assessment to see what it will cost to completely repair
the museum? Seems to me those thousands would have better been spent to repair the leaks
to prevent further damage.

5/19/2022 10:21 PM

250 It needs to be preserved & kept as a landmark for our community. Children need to see it,
imagine the trains & people who would become their grandparents as they were when they
were young. History is alive - seeing buildings like this one keep it real.

5/19/2022 10:20 PM

251 The Depot is an important part of our history. It should be maintained and restored with its
original identity. COVID is the only reason I have been away from the depot and am anxious to
see it restored and the train history museum back in place telling a very important part of our
history.

5/19/2022 10:18 PM

252 If the city would hold their end of the contract up, the depot would be in better condition. 5/19/2022 10:13 PM

253 Keep the museum there! 5/19/2022 10:12 PM

254 It is HISTORICAL!!! Leaders squander funds and leave it in disrepair!! SHAME!!  is the
glue that holds it together!! FIX IT!!!

5/19/2022 10:07 PM

255 Keep Funding This!!! You FUND THE IFYR 5/19/2022 10:03 PM

256 Any time I invite friends to Shawnee, I always take them to the Santa Fe Depot Museum. It is
a Shawnee Icon, with a rich history for not just Shawnee, but our entire county. That history
MUST be preserved for & shared with future generations as a MUSEUM! It fits perfectly with
the building next door housing the Pottawatomie County Museum. The architect that designed
the PCM designed that building to work as an extention & reflection of the Depot. They should
STAY TOGETHER!!! Please keep it as a Museum!!! No other use would properly reflect the
dignity & importance of the Depot! There definitely could be some interactive history
opportunities with the Depot, & events like in the past like quilt shows, art shows, classic car
shows, or events related to railroad history. But any event held there should tie in to our
Pottawatomie County & Shawnee history. Definitely NOT a restaurant because that runs the
risk of the building being burnt down & also makes a mockery of the beautiful, unique
architecture of the Depot. Using it as office or retail space also disrespects & wastes the
special history of the Depot. As for an event venue, there are other buildings downtown that
are far more appropriate for that use. Again, the Depot's history is too important for it not to be
used as a museum.

5/19/2022 10:02 PM

257 It’s a major part of the history of Shawnee and shouldn’t be torn down! 5/19/2022 9:55 PM

258 The City of Shawnee should fix the roof and fix all repairs needed. This should have been done
a long time ago.

5/19/2022 9:49 PM

259 We should have fixed the museum to start with instead of spending dollars upon dollars on a
park that will just be vandalized. The museum is an iconic place for Shawnee, OK! City
Commisoners need to leave well enough alone!!!

5/19/2022 9:46 PM

260 Maybe an alternative roofing system ,.... Something that would be similar.,.. yet less
expensive ....

5/19/2022 9:38 PM

261 This is our History!Leave it as a museum. We remember the stories about it passed down by
our Grandparents and Great Grandparents

5/19/2022 9:38 PM

262 City needs to do the repairs as promised in the lease agreement. The use does not need to
change, the historical society is the use intended from the beginning of the relationship.
Shawnee historical society does a wonderful job preserving Shawnee history, but can't do so in
a unusable space. Come on City of Shawnee, do the right thing. This would be the perfect use
for your ARPA funds, just saying...

5/19/2022 9:34 PM

263 It would be neat to have a farmers market outside of the depot, but not sure a farmers market
is needed with the one on Hardesty and the other on Kickapoo. But an artisan market might
help finance the occupation of the building.

5/19/2022 9:32 PM

264 AVEDIS, being community-driven and who funds costly worthwhile projects, may be all too
willing to step up for the Santa Fe Depot’s restoration/repairs.

5/19/2022 9:31 PM
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265 I think the city and the county could work together to support and fix the depot. 5/19/2022 9:31 PM

266 I'm from Shawnee, but live out of state. The depot is the perfect place for a historic museum.
Let the people decide, not city leaders.

5/19/2022 9:29 PM

267 It’s the only thing left in downtown Shawnee that has any beauty everything else has either
been torn down or trashed by Shawnee’s homeless or methhead population.

5/19/2022 9:24 PM

268 Fix it now. Don’t need this survey. Just fix it and quit wasting time!!!! 5/19/2022 9:21 PM

269 If used for City ofc space I believe city employees need to devote time in exchange for space
use by doing tours and manning the hours to see what they are trying to discard and devote
their time as  & others have!

5/19/2022 9:18 PM

270 FUND IT, PRESERVE IT 5/19/2022 9:15 PM

271 Its one of the oldest buildings in shawnee with alot of history andbit should be saved 5/19/2022 9:01 PM

272 Fix it and leave it alone Fund the fire department also 5/19/2022 9:00 PM

273 The City should be ashamed of themselves for neglecting this building. They need to step up,
fix the problem, and continue allowing the museum to exist.

5/19/2022 8:57 PM

274 When you sign a contract you are duty-bound to uphold th 5/19/2022 8:54 PM

275 What is the city council wanting to do with it. That will tell you a lot 5/19/2022 8:52 PM

276 Santa Fe Depot is monumental to the community 5/19/2022 8:50 PM

277 I would love to see repairs to the building and setting up all the railroad memorabilia. 5/19/2022 8:49 PM

278 Please allow it to remain a museum. 5/19/2022 4:36 PM

279 I LOVE that this property is out from under the care and control of . I want to see the
property reflective of the entire history of the depot and Shawnee. The vision should include
the native tribes as well.

5/19/2022 10:46 AM

280 How about you hold up your end of the contract and fix it so it can be given a fighting chance
before you destroy one of the few good historical landmarks here. Build your little San
Francisco elsewhere.

5/19/2022 7:02 AM

281 We have a train depot like no one else in the state. I have been inside when the model trains
were set up and running through a model of the city's buildings. I was impressed with the work
that went into building the tiny replica of the city and the work that went into setting all this up.
There was also another room that had other memorabilia from the city's past. I was appalled at
the pictures of all the water damage that no one seems interested in addressing. Doesn't
anyone care about saving this unique and historically significant jewel? This is Shawnee's only
historical attraction, and I can't believe the city commission's lack.of pride and disinterest in
maintaining and preserving it. My husband and I have traveled extensively in the U.S. and
Europe, visiting historic towns, such as Natchez, Savannah, the old lodges in national parks,
such as Yosemite, Yellowstone, Glacier, Zion, Grand Canyon, Rocky Mountain, etc. We have
been to Normandy in Northern France where there are numerous museums of historical
significance, and to Paris' Louvrand the British Museum in London. Many towns in the U.S.
have enhanced and capitalized on their significant history, such as Natchitoches, LA, which
has many old and historically significant buildings (where Steel Magnolia was filmed.). And, of
course, Savannah, GA, where there is a thriving downtown and is always packed with tourists.
Savannah also has a train yard where you can see how trains were maintained and routed
throughout the country. I.hope the commission will reconsider washing their hands of the only
thing that makes Shawnee unique. DO THE RIGHT THING AND HONOR THE CONTRACT
AND DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE DEPOT BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE TO SAVE IT!

5/18/2022 6:21 AM

282 I think the 1.6 million required to repair the Depot is only the beginning of the expenses
associated with the Depot. A better use of the money might be: 1) restroom and watering
station at the airport track 2) improvements to Boy Scout Park 3) repair the intersection of
Highland & Harrison 4) additional police or firemen

5/17/2022 2:42 PM

283 Honor the 1978 and 1998 agreements. The only reason that it will be so expensive to repair the
roof is because the city has been dragging its feet and failing to uphold its end of the
agreement. Shameful.

5/16/2022 5:31 AM



Santa Fe Depot Community Vision

16 / 20

284 Shawnee could utilize the track that runs north to the factories and have daily excursions like
other towns! Branson and Van Buren, Ark.

5/15/2022 4:43 PM

285 The city needs to honor its commitment to repairing the roof and water damage. 5/13/2022 5:00 PM

286 City and/or County Funds should be set aside annually in support and maintenance of the
Santa Fe Depot.

5/13/2022 11:43 AM

287 Continue the good work 5/13/2022 10:37 AM

288 It seems The City of Shawnee's choice to not follow the lease requirements has led to the
museum pulling many exhibits from the building to protect them from damage. The city really
needs to own this, fix it and then allow the PCHS to expand their focus on Shawnee's rail
history within that building. There is even lesson to be learned about Shawnee's Jim Crow
period. Example is the freight area formerly dedicated to a "colored" waiting room.

5/13/2022 10:22 AM

289 Keep and honor the long term lease with the museum, spend the money that was set aside to
fix the roof, and any additional damage created by the city's dragging their feet in doing the
roof repairs.

5/13/2022 9:25 AM

290 I believe it should remain with the Historical Society as promised. The city should also repair
facility as committed.

5/13/2022 7:24 AM

291 Santa Fe Depot is a great asset for Shawnee and Pottawatomie county. It is a beautiful piece
of History and should be repaired, maintained and kept in use for museum purposes. Sad that
you would consider anything else.

5/11/2022 5:04 PM

292 Most importantly, the depot needs to have something inside it that can financially support its
current and future maintenance, and adds to the growing downtown retail district. With its
memorable facade, ample parking and courtyard / brick-paved patio, the opportunities for this
property's future are many. I think it is fiscally responsible for the city to look into restoration
options that perhaps do not meet "historical landmark" barriers (a terra-cotta colored metal roof
instead of replacing the clay tiles, perhaps) but get the building stabilized and able to house
commerce as a first step. There are too many other pressing issues in Shawnee to sink
several millions into this building (although I love it, and would hate to see it go.)

5/11/2022 3:06 PM

293 I vote to keep the Shawnee Depot a museum and a part of the Pottawatomie Historical
Society!

5/11/2022 8:56 AM

294 I support the plan to put a railroad museum in this very unique building. That has been the plan
all along, just waiting for the city to make roof repairs. Get it done!

5/10/2022 8:22 PM

295 Needs to remain part of the museum and display other artifacts and historical items! 5/10/2022 7:09 PM

296 It is awful, that the condition of the roof has gone this far. It has created long term damage to
the Facility that could cost even more to repair. Fix it and return it to Pott County Historical
Society. They have a plan to use it properly as part of the museum complex

5/10/2022 8:46 AM

297 If it had been repaired when first needed the cost wouldn’t be so much. 5/10/2022 7:48 AM

298 Where else do we have such a good place for railroad history and Shawnee events? 5/10/2022 7:39 AM

299 It is an historical landmark in Shawnee and needs to be treated as such. Most of the pamplets
or pictures you see of Shawnee are the Santa Fe Depot. Growing up, I always wanted to go
inside and see what it looked like. I didn't get to do that until it was made an musuem. I really
think it needs to be repaired and kept as a musuem that people can go inside of. The same
thing for the Log Cabin next door. Always wanted to go inside it. I finally got to do that. I love
them. They are part of our history.

5/9/2022 11:13 PM

300 Though circumstances forced me to move from Shawnee over 3 years ago, I remember the
excitement when the museum opened and how wonderful it has been to see so much of the
county’s history. I lived in Shawnee for over 40 years, and I can’t imagine the museum not
being there, once necessary repairs which I’ve read about are made.

5/9/2022 11:09 PM

301 It would be great to have a working model train operating there 5/9/2022 10:29 PM

302 Keep your word and keep the museum 5/9/2022 9:57 PM

303 Please keep our History alive !!!!! 5/9/2022 9:50 PM

304 It's a Historical building and it should be taken care of for our future residents. 5/9/2022 9:30 PM
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305 It's my understanding that years ago that Santa Fe left the depot to the City of Shawnee ONLY
that it be used as a museum.

5/9/2022 7:18 PM

306 I believe it should be preserved with info about Shawnee’s history. 5/9/2022 4:03 PM

307 It has been an important part of Shawnee’s history and existence. It should now have the care
and love of being repaired and cleaned up to become a museum to share its history with many
others!

5/9/2022 3:52 PM

308 You could start improving the area now by getting the rubble from the adjacent building fire
cleaned up, and then tidy up that little park space.

5/9/2022 2:38 PM

309 farmers market would be awesome. 5/9/2022 2:19 PM

310 Roof should be repaired per previous agreement. 5/9/2022 1:35 PM

311 The historic nature of the building needs to be preserved. There are plenty of more appropriate
office buildings in town.

5/9/2022 1:30 PM

312 Apparently it's extremely necessary to fix the roof to keep it from being further destroyed. That
should be a priority. Then do everything necessary to make this be a historical building that
won't be demolished like so many others have been in the past.

5/9/2022 11:48 AM

313 The historical society has done a phenomenal job of promoting and caring for this museum for
years. They should continue to manage the property.

5/9/2022 11:44 AM

314 Why are our elected representatives determined to create issues in our city. Are the bike lane
dip  behind this latest effort to be depot boss. We need to replace the commissioners,
mayor, and city manager. Just keep running them off till we get good ones.

5/9/2022 11:35 AM

315 The City needs to carry out their part of the current agreement by completing the roof repairs
asap

5/9/2022 10:57 AM

316 This is an historic site and should be used as a museum. 5/9/2022 10:18 AM

317 Our Santa Fe Depot is a shining piece of history in our town and a necessary stopping place
for anyone visiting our town. It is a great attraction for our community and needs to be fixed.

5/9/2022 8:18 AM

318 City needs to maintain the building (fix roof immediately!) so it can continue to be operated 
 and the Historical Society. Shawnee already has a surplus of office and commercial

buildings.

5/9/2022 7:53 AM

319 Fix the roof as was promised. Continue to use and promote it as a railroad museum. 5/9/2022 7:39 AM

320 When I was young (3rd,4th,5th grade) my best friend and I would hang out in the depot on
Saturday mornings. Her dad was the Santa Fe agent at that time. We made our own "office" in
the corner of the waiting room. We even got to ride the trains to Ada and back a couple of
times. It should be restored as a railroad museum and nothing else.

5/9/2022 6:01 AM

321 The main problem with its location is that a lot of scary people hang around that area. It’s not
like you can pick it up & move it, though. If we could solve the problem of drug addicts in
Shawnee, it would help solve the problem that downtown Shawnee has. As it stands, I would
not feel comfortable visiting the depot, based on not feeling all that safe when I am in that part
of town.

5/9/2022 2:18 AM

322 Our Santa Fe Depot is one of a kind and it should be preserved and the history of the depot
should be on display. The Santa Fe Depot was a vital part in the forming of our city and that
history needs to remain in the building forever. It DOES NOT need to be repurposed for
anything else. It’s a shame our leaders don’t want to preserve our history, there’s not much
left.

5/9/2022 1:38 AM

323 I was born in Shawnee and lived my first 11 years of life there. My grandparents were 
--lifelong residents of Shawnee. I keep in touch with my hometown primarily through

the website of the PCOH. When my mother died and we had to deal with historical family
belongings, I packed them up and sent them to the museum, believing that to be the best
place and organization to send county historical documents and artifacts. I hope the City of
Shawnee and the County will invest in the museum, keeping the history of Shawnee and Pott
County alive for future generations, and saving articles, documents, photos, and historical
artifacts in a safe and dry place for the future generations. 

5/9/2022 12:57 AM
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324 I believe there is a current plan that has not been considered or discussed. If the commissions
desire is to seek revenue, then nothing on this list will give you the revenue you desire to
maintain or pay for the repairs. But if I was choosing between a 3 million dollar park and this
building I’d choose this building. Investing in security for the safety of our downtown business
and their customers is key to patronage increase. The things that continue to be allowed in our
city are inexcusable. The property damage cost our business owners and in return costs the
city tax dollars. It’s time for someone to care.

5/9/2022 12:35 AM

325 It is an iconic part of Shawnee’s heritage and should be renovated and preserved. 5/8/2022 11:00 PM

326 Please help the museum 5/8/2022 9:39 PM

327 Do whatever repairs need to be done to keep this in our city. It is needed here and we as
citizens need the museum. Bike lanes, blue zones, swimming pool revamp - all good
investments AFTER Santa Fe Depot repairs are done and get our museum up and running.
Use it as another draw to our city especially the downtown area which is struggling to become
a place to be Proud of.

5/8/2022 9:34 PM

328 Please fix the leaks and give the PCHS a chance to make the Depot all it can be. If after the
leak is fixed and IF the historical society doesn't perform to your standards, then take action.
But the lease agreement states the City will maintain the Depot and frankly, that isn't
happening.

5/8/2022 8:50 PM

329 Need to repair the roof to start with and then repair anything else that needs repaired. 5/8/2022 8:44 PM

330 This has always been a source of history for shawnee. Now they want it to show the history of
the railroad in shawnee. I took my grandson there every week after school for 10 years. He just
graduated high school and he chose the depot for the background in his senior pictures. I can'
imagine it being anything different

5/8/2022 8:18 PM

331 I want our museum to continue on as part of the museum, so please fix the roof so it will
remain intact as part of the museum. Please don’t erase our history, by tearing the building
down or turning into a restaurant. It is such a gem to all of us that grew up in Shawnee, OK.

5/8/2022 8:12 PM

332 Why was something not done in 2018 when the cost wasn’t so high-seems to be the norm for
the City to not do preventative maintenance. I would hate to see this thrown by the wayside-it’s
an important part of the history of Shawnee.

5/8/2022 7:51 PM

333 The city needs to fulfill its contract. City money should be used wisely to maintain. Get the
former city garage inspected, up-to-code and used instead of sitting there doing no one any
good. Oh yes, and buy all the tools that disappeared.

5/8/2022 6:56 PM

334 The Santa Fe Depot is an iconic building and many people who visit Shawnee are fascinated
with it so it really is very important to preserve it.

5/8/2022 6:53 PM

335 The Pottawatomie County Historical Society has shown its ability to construct, organize and
operate a quality museum. The group deserves complete City financial and physical support to
continue their vision. Any variance from City support would be a betrayal of past City
Commissions.

5/8/2022 6:21 PM

336 I hope it will be used to augment the museum 5/8/2022 6:04 PM

337 Do the needed repairs before further damage is done to the building !!! 5/8/2022 5:26 PM

338 Take good care of the depot!!! 5/8/2022 5:25 PM

339 I believe the city of Shawnee should support the mission of the historical society better or
articulate why they are not so voters can decide. Thank you 

5/8/2022 4:53 PM

340 The Depot is too important to the history of Shawnee, as well as the future, it needs to be
maintained as a museum.

5/8/2022 4:46 PM

341 Leave the current curator in place, .  is a proven manager of the facility. It needs
repairs right away and the City of Shawnee should adopt the project and organize a fund raiser.
Time is of the essence as rain and leakage is destroying the roof and the building.

5/8/2022 4:35 PM

342 If something isn’t done soon to repair the roof and water leaks there won’t be a building to
worry about.

5/8/2022 4:32 PM

343 I want the railroad museum to be there. That makes the most sense. The Historical Society 5/8/2022 4:30 PM
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has done a fabulous job and will be great for the Depot.

344 That is our history. Don't mess with it. 5/8/2022 4:27 PM

345 I think it needs to be repaired and used as museum. 5/8/2022 4:26 PM

346 Please keep the museum! 5/8/2022 4:22 PM

347 We need this museum in Shawnee! Don’t take this away from the citizens, and former citizens
of Shawnee.

5/8/2022 4:10 PM

348 Stand up to your commitment. 5/8/2022 4:07 PM

349 Please keep the depot for all to enjoy as the county museum, thanks! 5/8/2022 4:07 PM

350 It’s ridiculous that Shawnee is so backward when they won’t fund the renovation of the most
ICONIC STRUCTURE in town. Shawnee will always be home, but after moving to Ardmore, it’s
ridiculous how much better their facilities, recreation and investment in their town is. It’s not
even close. Where are Shawnee facilities? The city would have zero facilities without the Y
and CPN as options. Sad, when they dis the depot. 

5/8/2022 3:39 PM

351 The depot is an architectural treasure snd a symbol of Shawnee. It must remain a viable part
of our community.

5/8/2022 3:33 PM

352 Please leave it with the Pott County Historical Society. You have a curator and donors who
want to help. Please fix the roof per the agreement.

5/8/2022 3:33 PM

353 A train museum in the depot makes sense. Train depot = train museum Shawnee needs to get
behind the people that want to make a difference in Shawnee.

5/8/2022 3:32 PM

354 The city and/or county should support and repair this valuable piece of Pott County history.
Railroads helped build Shawnee and having a railroad museum in the depot is the perfect
choice.

5/8/2022 3:29 PM

355 I think it is very important to keep the Depot as close to its original purpose and design as
possible. It is important to continue to teach future generations about the history of our city,
and the Depot is a great starting place. I envision it to be a place where people, young and old,
can come to see the importance of the railroad in our city’s growth. Turning it into a restaurant,
meeting area, playground, etc. would be a travesty to what was once a place where myself,
my family, and many students could come to envision what life was like many years ago. I
would also hope its history is promoted and people are encouraged to come visit. We have a
beautiful piece of history in our community, and I was shocked to see some of the suggestions
of what to do with this historical landmark. I hope our city leaders have the wisdom and
passion for our city to NOT turn it into something it’s not.

5/8/2022 7:51 AM

356 Boutique hotel. 5/7/2022 10:21 PM

357 Do not let lethargy and not caring for our City’s rich railroad history become yet another art
gallery or city offices. I am an outraged citizen to think that the city cares so little about our
heritage. I am sure you will disregard my comments and these will never see the light of day.
Yet another example of how the current city administration and commission wants to railroad
their own ideas rather then supporting the history of Shawnee.

5/7/2022 7:42 PM

358 I believe it would continue to be used as a museum if the city would have kept up maintenance
on it as was part of the lease agreement with the historical society.

5/7/2022 6:10 PM

359 Fix the roof now and worry about getting reelected later 5/7/2022 5:12 PM

360 I lived going to the depot as a child and my child loved it as well. Put something in that keeps
up coming to visit. Something for kids parties or class field trips.

5/7/2022 11:08 AM

361 Fix it as promised, use the hotel/motel tax as set aside. Fund it as promised as past
administrations have done.

5/7/2022 10:27 AM

362 Number 1: this unique depot should be saved. The powers-that-be need to just vote YES to
fund the renovation. The railroad heritage could be saved and the unique building would be a
wonderful arts center and small arts performance venue; this repurpose would tie in so well
with the reviving east main arts and dining portion of downtown. I would fight for the funding to
save this wonderful building. There are those who say it's too expensive and to tear it down.
Well, I have news for them: welcome to 2022 where we never would have imagined 80

5/6/2022 11:05 PM
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thousand dollar pickup trucks and five dollar gas. Everything is expensive now. Please take
the harder but noble route of finding the money to save this gem of a building before it
crumbles. I'm a nobody in town and my opinion matters little with the council but I stand firm
with those who think this building deserves to be saved.

363 The Santa Fe Depot needs to stay under the oversight and management it is currently under
as part of the Pott Co. Hist. Society. The City needs to fund the repairs ASAP and quit trying
to steer or change the current operation!!!

5/6/2022 9:21 PM

364 This is an important part of Shawnee and whatever we need to do to refurbish it needs to be
done.

5/6/2022 7:03 PM

365 We are very lucky to still have this vintage building. 5/6/2022 6:38 PM

366 The Depot is on the east end of the Main Street corridor. The structural integrity of the building
should be the focus before it’s too late. Repurposing is a secondary concern.

5/6/2022 6:36 PM

367 Other = coffee shop or cafe (as opposed to a full-service restaurant) 5/5/2022 10:13 AM

368 do something 4/13/2022 4:11 PM




